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BP Service Station, 415 Main Street, Business/Commercial
Akshay Patel
Edwardsville and it’s environment are important to Akshay and Parul Patel. Parul says with a
smile, “Akshay is the gardener.” Akshay’s father told him to do the right thing wherever he
goes. Akshay was born in India and moved to the United States in 2007. He learned about
farming and gardening from his father and grandfather in India. Every year Akshay likes to plant
different plants. He plants whatever inspires him. Matching his BP Logo colors with bright
ceramic pots and flowers is important. “Customers comment on the pots of flowers at my BP
Service Station with a smiling face” Akshay tells me as we talk in his store. “I like to keep my
business clean and beautiful. Edwardsville is a very good town and they deserve a beautiful
environment. My employees are good people.” Employees John and Terry help with watering
and planting. “I have been gardening at my BP Station for the last 8 years. My wife Parul helps
me garden.” This station shows what a gas station can do to make the area greener.

1034 Florida Street, Residential
Richard Woloszyn
As a landscape artist, trees, mountains and rivers are Richard’s favorite subject matter.
Creating a backyard reflecting his love for nature is a favorite pastime. Richard writes, “The
Outdoors is my palette and I try to plant trees that reflect the four seasons. Listening to Vivaldi’s
Four Seasons helps!” Richard traveled through Western Europe as well as most of the National
Parks and took many ideas from his memory to inspire his gardening. Noteworthy is the
Wisteria Vine that serves as an arbor over a fountain, one of three fountains added for listening
pleasure. A rocky path creates a rushing creek during downpours. Richard’s many fruit trees
help him enjoy early spring blossoms. Evergreens contrast with deciduous trees in Winter.
Holiday feelings are woven through his garden with colorful strings of lights. A Bier Garden is
ready for Oktoberfest! Window boxes adorn the front and backyard and a statue of Saint
Francis, environmental patron saint, is his signature piece of the garden. Richard is a member
of the Secular Franciscan Order and shares his garden with members.
“Enjoy and Welcome to the Holiday Garden,” Richard invites!

1545 Lewis Rd, Residential
Joe and Kathy Weber
Joe and Kathy Weber purchased their home in 1970, knowing the property had been neglected,
but this was an opportunity for the couple to develop a unique landscape design for the family.
The Webers believe that the design of a garden should complement the architecture of the
home using plants and trees of various colors and textures.
The Webers love to travel and see, study and experience other gardens in America and Europe.
All of the gardens visited have influenced the design of their gardens at home.
As with all gardens, each plant takes time to develop and mature and is a work in progress.
Joe and Kathy love to create spaces in the design of their gardens for the grandchildren, such
as green spaces for activities, and a swimming pool.
Sculptures, container plants, and water features all enhance the uniqueness of the gardens.
According to the couple, there is nothing more satisfying than enjoying a relaxing moment with
coffee or wine in your garden. Gardens help feed your soul!

Leon Corlew Park, Civic
Edwardsville Parks and Recreation Department
For this beautiful new park sitting atop a hill, the Parks and Recreation Department has provided
plantings that enhance the aesthetics of Leon Corlew Park. Native plants such as purple
Coneflower and Black-eyed Susan are located near wide, welcoming walking paths offering
easy access for visitors. These plants provide beauty and habitat for the pollinators that keep
the plants reproducing. Trees such as Oak and Elm have been located throughout the park to
provide shade to visitors in all areas of the park, even during the hottest times of the year. A
Bioswale has been created with native water-loving plants to allow rainwater to soak into the
earth gradually. This system removes impurities in water runoff from sidewalks and parking lots
and helps to return clean water to our ecosystem. By providing this system, the Parks
Department is purifying the water that will eventually make its way to
the Mississippi River. This park offers aesthetically pleasing gardens while providing practical
use of the property for residents and visitors to enjoy.

7674 Bordeaux Drive, Arbor Lake, Residential
Judi and John Jennetten
Judi and John Jennetten have native plants such as Yarrow and Golden Alexander around their
home, signifying the importance of these plants to the natural landscape. In honor of “Aunt
Dorothy,” who passed away at 101, Stella daylilies are on full display in the family’s garden
surrounding the home.
Varieties of Hosta are on display throughout the property. The Jennettens moved to the
Chicago area from Edwardsville for approximately 20 years. Before they left Edwardsville,
many of their favorite Hostas were dug and given to friends in the area. After returning to
Edwardsville, cuttings from their Hostas were given back to Judi and John by their friends.
As an expression of their love for their grandchildren, a children’s garden was designed as a
place of imagination and creativity. Hostas are on display and given characteristic names by
the grandchildren.
A common wooded area adjoining the Jennetten’s property has been transformed into a garden
of relaxation. John, Judi and other members of the subdivision have worked diligently to create
a place of relaxation under a canopy of trees. Hostas, Turtlehead, and Down Skulcap surround
the natural path to a stone bench tucked away for quiet moments.

746 Hillsboro Avenue, Neighborhood
Jesse and Lisa Allen
Jesse balances form and function in the vegetable garden. He considers a little bit of what
works but also what everybody likes. “The garden should have some of everything but not too
much of anything,” Jesse says. “I drove by the corner lot of Hillsboro and Prickett every day and
saw an opportunity to use the space for something beautiful. I saw a chance to help my
neighbors.” The beautiful well-kept garden corner belongs to Jesse’s neighbor at 746 Hillsboro
Avenue. His neighbor agreed to let Jesse use the lot for a community garden if Jesse agreed to
keep the lot looking nice. Over the last ten years many friends and neighbors have chipped in
and helped develop the garden. In recent years however, it’s been Jesse’s wife Lisa, his dad
and his daughters who have done the most work in the garden.” Jesse’s dad told him about the
technique of Hugel Kulture in raised garden beds. This technique uses small wood logs under
raised beds which eventually provides plenty of organic material and nutrients. Jesse said that if
he wins the Green Thumb Award, “the award should go to the neighborhood and not just me.”

311 Clay Street, Residential
Floyd and Mary Ann Frey

Floyd and Mary Ann Frey work hard at their jobs but enjoy being in the outdoors when possible.
Their consistently attractive yard is a calm, cool oasis of shade to come home to after a busy
day. They have found neighbor children coloring in their shade on the sidewalk or playing in the
yard with their elf yard ornaments or taking a break on their swing. Mary Ann says that Floyd is
the workhorse in their efforts. Mary Ann brings home a new plant and Floyd takes care of
planting it. Ann Marie Fitzpatrick, their daughter and Patrick Ripley, their neighbors son, have
always helped Mary Ann with planting annuals around Mother’s Day. “Our yard shows who we
are,” says Mary Ann, “from the shingle oak tree we brought as a sapling from Floyd’s brother’s
house 40 years ago, the stepping stone which was part of Floyd’s great great grandfather’s
shed on the home farm, the perennials which I dug up and transplanted from my grandmother’s
yard, or the whimsical little Irish elves.”

7031 Lasorda Lane,
Ryan and Shawna McMichael, Residential
Ryan enjoys the experience of being outside and seeing the rewards of his work around the
yard. The time and care required to plan, plant and nurture an attractive lawn and landscape is
something that piqued his interest from a very early age. Ryan says that he enjoys it so much
that he is out in his yard just about every evening. With plenty of help from his wife Shawna,
Ryan has planted over 500 annuals in their yard in complimentary colors of reds, pinks and
whites. Petunias, flamethrower coleus, begonias, roses, vinca, and caladiums, all dance in the
sun around the borders of their corner-lot home. “The first year plants Sleep, the second
they Creep and the third year, they Leap!” Ryan tells us as we stroll around the yard. He
likes to remember this popular adage and says it’s a good reminder for all gardeners. Known by
many neighbors in Ebbet’s Field subdivision as “The Flower People,” Shawna says Ryan is now
in charge of the entrance way and landscape efforts for the subdivision because of his amazing
work and attention to detail.

217 Hickory Street, Residential
Ellen Proctor Keller
Ellen was born in New York City and lived in apartments. She and her family visited public
parks as they didn’t have a patch of ground to call their own. When Ellen was young, she read
“The Secret Garden,” by Frances Hodgson Burnett. “The story of Mary bringing the neglected
garden back to life captivated me,” Ellen tells. With the help of her husband, Mike, and his
elegantly designed, hand built fence, they have provided a beautiful and magic “secret garden”
of their own. A discreet reading fairy statue is hidden among native shade-loving plants and a
statue of a head from a New York production, Antigone, creates vignettes for Ellen’s visitors to
enjoy in her shade garden. “I think pieces of Art in the garden help in creating a curious and
mindful state of being.” Even the chickens are curious! As for plants, Ellen has patches of
Rue because the black Swallowtail butterflies use it as a host plant. Unusual herbs and
vegetables like Lovage, French Sorrel, Angelica, and Hyssop are grown to share at potlucks. A
fragrant Climbing Rose, purple Irises, Geraniums, tall spiky Gladiolus, Creeping Phlox,
Snapdragons, and Johnny-jump-ups delight passers-by with their colors, heights and smells.
Ellen says,“I like to think it’s a small way of giving back to the community.”

210 South Main Street, Business/Commercial
TorHoerman Law
TorHoerman Law had something in mind other than the completion of their new multi-story brick
office building. They wanted to create a welcoming atmosphere for their employees, the
community of Edwardsville, and the pollinator and bee communities. Landscaping became a
key factor in achieving that goal. A clean, yet inviting multi-level design was incorporated with
hardscapes of natural sandstone, rock and brick at their front entrance. Tall grasses offer
movement through the four seasons with rich textures and color. Yellow native wildflowers and
pale pink roses bring color to the side and back of the gardens. The back patio specifically was
intended to be a place for their staff to go outside, breath some fresh air, relax and take a break
from the computer screen. “The purpose of the landscaping design is to show the Edwardsville
community, including the butterflies and pollinators, that our door is always open.”

2519 Hunters Ridge, Residential
Kent and Jacque Messmer
The garden at the Messmer home draws attention to its visitors with vivid colors splashed in
large containers. A window box filled with purple and pink flowers welcomes you as you enter
the fenced property behind the home. Flowerbeds flow continuously along the fence with
Hostas, and lilies. Vincas and marigolds are nestled between the Hostas displaying bright
colors throughout the season. All of the owner’s plants are grown native to the area. Annabelle
hydrangea and garden phlox make an appearance as a favorite to Jacque and Kent. The
garden is adorned with various statues that were gifts to the couple or were received from
family. Kent and Jacque enjoy the rewards of the garden along with cardinals, hummingbirds,
and finches.
An added bonus to the Messmer’s beautiful garden is vegetables plants, such as tomato,
jalapeno, cilantro, and basil. Enjoy individually or use to make your own salsa!

226 Monroe Street, Residential
Cari and Tom Wencewicz
“It is a whole family effort!” Cari explains with enthusiasm, “My boys have helped plant and
harvest our vegetable garden since 2012. My husband, Tom and I are always trying to add
flower beds and landscaping features to enhance our yard.” Each spring Cari and Tom’s boys
help choose which fruits and vegetables to plant. In their raised garden beds they have planted
tomatoes, green beans, peppers, watermelon, cantaloupe, broccoli, lettuce, carrots, red
potatoes, zucchini, cucumber, raspberries, onions, basil and mint. To add more interest to their
colorful flower gardens, the family recently added decorative sandstone rocks from their
grandfather’s land in Southern Illinois. Cari tells us, “My family and I enjoy being outside, and I
wanted to make our yard an inviting place to be.” Cari strives to have a diverse number of
plants that are native to Illinois that are easy to maintain throughout the hot, dry summers.
When the family is outside on a breezy day, the rustling leaves of two Poplar trees and a
recently planted River Birch tree, produce the relaxing sound of water running in a river. Tom
says, “Year after year Cari has done a little bit more to improve the beauty of the property.”

301 W. Linden Street, Residential
Lyndia Pezza
There is a feeling of peace and joy on the corner of Linden and Quince Street. “I have enjoyed
my 7 years living in Edwardsville,” says Lyndia. “Many changes have taken place at this
address but my neighbors have always been supportive. It is my happy place.” “I like to share
my garden with my neighbors who have now become my friends.” Copper markers identify a
Quince tree and purple coneflower that Lyndia has transplanted. They provide a place for birds
and butterflies to come to her garden. Lyndia saved many plants from construction crews who
dug out the hill to widen the street and prepare for the new Police and Fire station. The Quince
tree was important to her since it represents Quince street which runs along the side of her
home. With help from the Mayor, the tree is now in it’s rightful place next to the sidewalk for all
to enjoy. Quince has always been a part of the hill around her property. Lyndia designed a way
to hang her watering hose from hooks on the wooden fence so that it is easily accessible for
watering her new transplants. “Winding a kinking hose was hard work and now it is easy!”

1432 Lantz Ct, Residential
Alan and Carolyn Koester
Alan and Carolyn Koester transformed their home and gardens with a “lodge theme,” in mind,
using large boulders to complement their stone front porch. Serenity and welcoming curb
appeal were important factors in the design, selecting plants with year-round colors. Variegated
Red Twig Dogwood and Soft Touch Japanese Holly bushes welcome you along with an
Arborvitae Green Giant tree. A koi pond, complete with a waterfall, is accented with Hamelin
grasses and stones. This scenic view continues with Globe evergreens, Hinoki Cypress and
Cherry Laurels strategically placed to summon your attention.
The backyard landscape includes a gazebo built by Alan as an anniversary gift for Carolyn
which includes a large swing for family and friends. A wheel-shaped meandering path connects
the gazebo and a complementary patio surrounded by a sitting wall. The sitting wall separates
the patio from a grassy area, which leads to a butterfly garden, waterfall, and a hummingbird
garden. Various trees such as the Linden, Willow, Crimson and Sugar Maples, Birch, and
Spruces were selected specifically by the Koesters for shade, color, fragrance, and beauty.
This property is truly an oasis for Alan and Carolyn Koester and is an inspiration to all who visit.

